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(Note that the conciliar documents of Vatican II, as well as the official

texts of the Popes are available on-line at the Vatican’s website, which can

be accessed by e.¢. http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/it.ntml)
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lgnace de Loyola: Exercices Spirituels (ES).

Alfred Bonningue, s.j. (1979). Le rouge et le blanc ou Le Camarade Mao...mon
Hote.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, s.j. (1957). Le Milieu Divin: Essai de Vie Intérieure.
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raith HOP@ and Phitosophy

Fr.Patrick A. Connaughton, SSC.__ #

Is hope a good or a bad thing?
As Christians we automatically say
‘Of course it’s good!” The judement
down through the centuries has not
always been a positive one. The best-
known early reference to hope comes
from the Works and Days of the Greek
poet Hesiod who died in about 650
B.C. The chief God Zeus was angry

because Prometheus had given fire

- PatRERsT

1
7

to humans. He decided to take re-
venge by sending them a beautiful
woman. She came with one piece of
luggage, a jar (later stories gave her a
box) filled with secret contents.
These, the humans soon discovered,
were not tender departing gifts. Pan-
dora (the name means all gifts) like
most humans, could not resist the

temptation to find out what was in

' Much of the content of this article is based on Spirituality of Hope by Segundo Galilea, Orbis; Karl Rahner’s

Theological Investigations Vol 10, Herder and Herder; BBC Radio 4 Series In Our Time. BBC Archives

7
/ Lectures in Saengtham College.
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the jar When she opens it all kinds of
evils and misfortunes immediately
escaped. She quickly closed it but
the only thing that didn’t escape was
hope. Was this meant to be a source
of strength and consolation, or just a
pain-killing delusion. Hesiod thought
it was the latter.

For Plato 300 years later most
humans are trapped in the prison of
the body, never capable of seeing
beyond the world of appearances. For
them hope might just be a delusion.
But a process of education, philoso-
phy and a growth in love could lead
people to a new hope and a knowl-
edge of the Forms. In Aristotle’ Ethics
hope is elevated because it can be
one of the foundation stones of the
cardinal virtue of courage.

St.Paul naturally saw the world
through the lens his culture and
worldview. The Jews interpreted his-
tory as linear, not cyclic as in some
other Asian philosophies. History is
moving, often with reverses, towards
a final destination with God. Paul

echoes a hope that is found in may

places in the Jewish Bible. One writer
has suggested that he have had
Pandora’s jar at the back of his mind
when he wrote of us carrying our
faith and hope in vessels of clay.
Hope, for Paul is a central virtue. If
our faith and hope are mistaken we
are creatures to be greatly pitied.
St.Augustine (353-430 A.D) was
influenced by Paul and also by Neo-
Platonism. On this journey of life we
are sustained by hope; by the knowl-
edge that ‘“You have made us for
yourself O Lord and our hearts are
not happy until they rest in you.
When he was a child the old people
of his town would still have memo-
ries of the barbaric tortures from the
days of Emperors Diocletian, Gallerius.
and Maximin Daia. Some of the images
remain. Here on Earth he writes: ‘“We
are stretched on the rack of time.’
About 100 years after Augustine
Anicius Boethius, the once influential
and apparently honest statesman,
wonders about it all as he dialogues
Lady Philosophy in his prison cell

awaiting his execution.



In the Medieval period the writ-
ings of Peter Lombard were obliga-
tory for students of theology. He finds
it difficult to get the right balance
between faith and hope. The dilem-
ma was that if you have really strong
faith why is hope necessary? To insist
on this seems to take away from the
quality of faith. And if you insist on
the necessity of strong hope - are you
weakening the quality of faith? Some
theologians of the time said he didn’t
satisfactorily resolve the dilemma he
exposed.

St.Thomas Aquinas recognized
that there are natural hopes. These
can be good and help us towards a
better life. We are creatures of God
who are made with a purpose, a final
end. Our deepest desires are for this
end which is union with God. But
although we have this desire, humanly,
we are not able to achieve it; we need
divine help. For Thomas hope is a
theological virtue, we cannot gene-
rate it by our own will power. It is a
gift that not only directs us to the

future but also helps us to imagine it.

Faith Hope and Philosophy 97

The father of the protestant
Reformation Martin Luther had reser-
vations about emphasizing hope. For
him it could be an obstacle, a kind of
shallow optimism that might dull the
awareness of our need for grace. What
is important is an absolute faith in
God

In the period of modern phi-
losophy (roughly 1600 to 1900) hope
went through various redefinitions.
Up until then revelation and God’s
promises were the foundations on
which hope rested. Descartes still had
to invoke faith and hope to assure
the trustworthiness of his clear and
distinct ideas. The British empiricists
underlined the importance of war-
ranted belief. An important prelimi-
nary question is ‘What is the evidence
for what you believe?” Hobbes prob-
ably was an atheist but dared not
say so. When asked questions on
religion he would reply that the mat-
ter was so profound that only the king
would be able to give an adequate

answer.
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The grounds for religious belief
and hope became an even more
crucial question with the Enlighten-
ment. This is reflected in the articles
of the contributors to the 27-volume
French Encyclopedia published be-
tween 1751 and 1766. Immanuel Kant
is included among the Enlighten-
ment philosophers but he placed
hope firmly as one of the three basic
question of life: What can | know?
What should | do? What can | hope
for? When he writes Religion within
the Limits of Reason he is not thinking
of a Logical Positivist kind of filter —
the only meaningful statements are
tautologies or those that are empiri-
cally verifiable. Kant did not mean
that. He recognized that reason had
limits. There are many metaphysical
questions that lie beyond the powers
of reason. Our hope connects us to
that ‘beyond.’

Hegel’s hope was not an opti-
mism about the near future but a
long-term conviction that Geist or
Spirit would ultimately reach a final

state of fulfillment. Kierkegaard who

rejected much of Hegel describes the
first ‘aesthetic’ level of life where
people put their hopes in finding
happiness in the pleasures of the here
and now. This can sometimes lead to
such a level of boredom that it can
be a springboard to a higher level and
might eventually lead to the leap of
faith. The 1800’s also brought the
hermeneutic writings of David Strauss,
Friedrich Schleiermacher and Ludwig
Feuerbach - all questioning the
accepted foundations of Scripture
and doctrine. Karl Marx was of course
familiar with these and he recognized
that the faith and prayers of the alien-
ated masses had a very real origin but
the hopes were misplaced and were
a serious obstacle to the kind of pro-
found change the situation called for.
Religion and all that goes with it is
the opium of the people. Nietzsche,
in his early writings such as Human
All Too Human saw Christian hope as
a very negative form of self-decep-
tion. In his last lucid years he came
to believe that it was something that

made life more bearable.



In the 20the century hope is
often discussed in the context of the
existentialist philosophy of Jean-Paul
Sartre and the writings of Albert
Camus — who insisted that he was
not an existentialist. ‘The last line of
Camus’ The Myth of Sisyphus is ‘We
must imagine Sisyphus happy.” He is
a man condemned to spend every
day pushing a rock up a hill; when
near the top it rolls back to the bot-
tom. He has to start again tomorrow.
How could he be happy? Maybe it is
just because he is resigned to the fact
that this is the reality of human life.
For Gabriel Marcel hope was like the
quality of the one who is swimming
against the flow of the river. It shows
him how to deal with the changing
currents, although they are always
against him. For Heidegger time is not
a series of ‘new moments.” Each mo-
ment contains the past and is pro-
jected to the future. His ‘existential
hope’ is for the achievement of au-
thenticity, a self not molded to the

expectations of others.

Faith Hope and Philosophy 99

Chilean theologian Segundo
Galilea writes of how faith and char-
ity/love have been secularized. The
words are used a lot in our modern
world but emptied of any Christian
content. In what way is true hope
different from mere optimism? He
writes: ‘What then properly belongs
to hope? What distinguishes it from
faith? Hope is the firm conviction that
the promises we know by faith will
be fulfilled. Not the whole content
of faith is proper to hope, only the
contents of the promises of faith.’

Karl Rahner, thinking of Karl Marx
has this to say:

(Hope) is not the ‘opium of the

people’” which soothes them in

their present circumstances
even though these are painful.

Rather it is that which command

them, and at the same time

empowers them, to have trust
enough constantly to undertake
anew, even within the dimen-
sion of this world, an exodus out

of the present into the future.
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Hesiod had mixed feelings about
both hope and faith. ‘For both faith
and want of faith have destroyed men
alike.” Galilea and Rahner give us the
positive vision. Christians, when they
sing the Salve Regina address Mary
as spes nostra, our hope. She is the
original model of our Christian hope
because, in the words of Galilea, she
had the firm conviction that the prom-

ises known by faith would be fulfilled.
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